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The Committee reported on February 14, 1929. In order to
safeguard the interests of the Princes, it was recommended
that In the future they should deal with the Viceroy as the
Agent for the Crown, and not with the Governor-General in
Council. What troubled the Princes was the definition of the
powers and rights of interference of the Paramount Power.
The Committee held that the Paramount Power is the Crown
acting through the Secretary of State for India and the
Governor-General in Council who are responsible to the
British Parliament. It did not clearly define the sphere of
the Paramount Power in its relations with the States ; but
declared :
" Paramountcy must remain paramount. ... On para-
mountcy and paramotintcy alone can the States rely for
their preservation through the generations that are to come.
Through paramountcy is pushed aside the danger of destruc-
tion or annexation."
The emphasis laid in the Report upon the Sovereignty
of the Indian States being subject to the Paramount
Power alarmed the Princes, who, at the Session of the
Chamber of Princes, severely criticized the findings of the
Committee. But they waited for subsequent developments
in British India in the making of its Constitution. It
occurred to the Princes, as already stated, that through an
appropriate federal machinery they might secure their dual
objective, namely, due recognition of their treaty rights and
fair adjustment of conflicting interests between the States and
British India and Great Britain. We should note here that
the Indian States Enquiry Committee regarded the federation
of British India and the States as a remote ideal. How the
forces of co-operation among the three partners (i.e. British
India, Indian States and Great Britain) were assembled,
what means were adopted for reconciling divergent interests,
and what were the stages through which the " main ground
plan " of an All-India Federation finally emerged are the
subjects to which we shall now turn.

